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The charity was created through 
the chance meeting of two young 
women in India’s oldest leprosy 
colony, Dattapur in 1995.
Leah Pattison, a fine arts graduate 
from the UK and Usha Patil, an 
Indian woman affected by leprosy 
from the age of 10, hail from worlds 
that are poles apart, yet they share 
aspirations to help improve the 
quality of life, and at times even 
death, for India’s most vulnerable 
and neglected women.

Despite headlines of economic 
growth, India is still a long way 
from achieving its minimum targets 
of alleviating poverty. Gains from 
neoliberal policies are accrued to 
the relatively better off sections of 
society, whilst the costs are being 
paid by the poor. As one India 
prospers, the other appears to be 
getting pushed deeper into abject 
poverty.

Currently operating in India, Women in 
Need is a charity dedicated to supporting 
the needs of all women.
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HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

Though curable, those treated for 
the disease were often abandoned 
by their families and forced to live in 
appalling conditions. 
Usha’s first-hand experience of 
leprosy was matched by Leah’s own, 
when she too contracted the disease 
in 1997. This common bond enabled 
both women to generate trust 
amongst those who had also been 
affected by leprosy.
During 4 years START operated in 
the slums of Nagpur, India’s most 
centrally located city in the state 
of Maharashtra. Nagpur has over 
447 urban slums where 40% of its 
population currently lives.

Women in Need (WIN) is an extension of START, supporting women with a 
variety of problems. We have a proud reputation for helping those suffering 
from the most harrowing forms of disease and neglect, in an environment 
where apathy is commonly encountered.

The main areas of need:
1.  Mental Health & Homelessness
2.  HIV/AIDS & TB
3.  Cancer
4.  Domestic Violence & Abuse
5.  Leprosy

The charity initially survived on personal funds saved by 
Leah and Usha, and the two women travelled across the 
city using public transport.
Both were trained in leprosy detection and treatment 
at The Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation, Wardha. 
Later they identified those in need by conducting house 
to house surveys, walking through the most lawless 
and volatile areas of the city. In doing so, hundreds of 
lonely women, living without adequate food or shelter, 
and many suffering from severely infected ulcers caused 
through the neglect of leprosy, were able to access care. 
This came in the form of: daily dressings, free medical 
support, health education and counselling, the provision 
of cooked meals delivered to the women’s homes across 
the city. Dilapidated shacks were transformed into 
weather proof homes, and the lonely brought together on 
social outings.

Leah and Usha began 
helping women with 
leprosy through their first 
charity called START

REACHING OUT TO MORE 
WOMEN WITH MORE NEED



1.  Mental Health & Homelessness

Violence against women affects both their physical and 
mental health. The psychological effects can range from 
shock, anxiety, fear and humiliation, to post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

* Mental Health of Indian Women - Sage Publications New 
Delhi/Thousand Oaks London

Due to mental health problems, 50 yr old Janabai spent 8 
years living on the streets in an appalling state of neglect. 

3.  Cancer

India ranks No. 1 in cervical cancer deaths.*By 2020, 
breast cancer is set to overtake cervical cancer as the 
most common type of cancer among all women in India. 
*Nagpur has the 2nd highest prevalence of cervical 
cancer & the 3rd highest of breast cancer.

* Cervical Cancer Free Coalition 2013 *the Indian Council of 
Medical Research

Suffering from advanced oral cancer, 45 yr old Danwanth 
was abandoned by her family. WIN took care of her in 
the last weeks of her life, reuniting her with her children 
before she died. 

2.  HIV/AIDS & TB

Women with HIV are subjected to various forms of 
violence and discrimination. They can be refused shelter, 
denied a share of household property, refused treatment 
and care, or blamed for a husband’s HIV diagnosis.

* Study from the TATA Institute of Social Science

This 37 yr old woman was discovered by WIN, 
abandoned by her family & suffering from AIDS & TB. Her 
condition was too advanced to respond to treatment, she 
died in a caring & safe environment.

4.  Domestic Violence & Abuse

In India a woman is raped every 22 minutes and a bride 
burnt for dowry every 58 minutes. The police registered 
42,968 cases of molestation of women in 2011.
Crimes recorded against women, including sexual 
harassment, cruelty by the husband or his relatives, 
kidnapping or abduction and human trafficking exceeds 
2.6 million.

* The Ministry of Home Affairs’ National Crime Records Bureau

46 yr old Reshmi was repeatedly beaten by her husband 
because she didn’t provide him with a son.

5.  Leprosy

Leprosy sufferers and their families are often excluded 
from society because the disease is still feared and 
stigmatised in many countries. Indeed, in India Leprosy 
is viewed as a punishment by the gods. Many people 
affected still live in isolated Leprosy villages.

*German Leprosy Relief Association 

Due to leprosy 44 yr old Wimal was abandoned by her 
parents at the age of 14 yrs. Her condition remained 
untreated until WIN discovered her in 2004.
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MAIN AREAS
OF NEED
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Many of the areas of need are the result of 
ignorance, poverty, sex discrimination and 
social conditioning. As a charity we may have 
only produced tiny ripples in the required wave 
of change, but for over 14 years, WIN has 
created individual transformation for hundreds 
of women. Our approach is always tailored 
made to the individual’s needs:

In addition to which we offer the 
following, free of cost:
1.  Shelter, food, clothing and all   
     basic needs
2.  Free medical support, including  
     consultations, diagnostic tests,   
     surgery and treatment.
3.  Counselling and health       
     education
4.  Legal aid
5.  Vocational training and small   
     business loans
6.  Social events organised to 
     combat isolation and to  
     promote better mental and   
     physical health. 

Our Vision for the future
Our inspiration has always been each 
individual. In a country as large and complex 
as India, the needs of the vulnerable are often 
overlooked. For millions of women struggling 
to survive against insurmountable odds, life is 
hard and cheap. We have struggled with these 
women over the years, for example, those 
found on the streets suffering from chronic 
mental health problems, or those abandoned 
by their families after being diagnosed with 
cancer, HIV or TB. 
We have witnessed shocking examples 
of suffering, and with a dedicated team, 
preserved their dignity and hope.
Today Women In Need can influence a 
greater wave of change. We have the drive 
and experience to tackle the root cause of 
the problems we encounter. Our vision is to 
become a major contributor towards creating 
significant socio-economic and medical 
changes for marginalized women. 
We need help to sustain what we have worked 
so hard to achieve. And we need more help to 
realise our vision for the countless women who 
are voiceless and ignored.

HOW WE 
ADDRESS
THE NEED
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CASE STUDIES

Meena
A victim of repeated gang rape and abuse, HIV positive Meena was dying

when she was found on the street by Leah & Usha in 2004. Her remarkable
journey of survival is highlighted on our website.

Savitia
53 yr old Savitia spent countless years destitute & vulnerable after developing post natal 

depression. Fully recovered, her family are still unwilling to take her back.

Saroj Khaire
Abused on the streets of Nagpur, 43 yr old Saroj Khaire developed severe mental health 

problems. Rescued by WIN in 2009 she continues to make progress.



Call us on: 01388 528545
Email us at: sandra@women-in-need.co.uk

Mrs Sandra Pattison (Charity Treasurer)
Frosterley Cottage
Intake lane
Frosterley
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL13 2TH

Telephone: 01388 528545
Email: sandra@women-in-need.co.uk  
Twitter: @womeninneed 

•  Letter of support from Diana Princess of
    Wales – 1997

•  Woman of the Year Award – 2002

•  Her Majesty the Queen’s: Luncheon for       
    Women of Achievement - 2004

•  The Beacon Fellowship Award - 2006

•  The Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint
    Lazarus of Jerusalem - 2011

•  The Manohar Diwan Award - 2012

FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

WIN’S AWARDS & 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Visit us online:

WWW.WOMEN-IN-NEED.CO.UK


